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Our mission  
From its conception, the Red Panda Trust has operated under the broad mission statement:  

 

CONSERVE | CONNECT | PROTECT  

 

Broken down:  

Conserve: Our method of conservation stems from promoting, undertaking and sponsoring 

academic research on the red panda throughout their range countries.  

 

Connect: Engage with local and international communities to connect with the red panda as an 

important species, taxonomically, and biologically.  

 

Protect: Using sound research to underpin policy and legislative changes.  

 

We, as an organisation, promote scientific and ideally peer-reviewed research to conserve the 

red panda throughout Asia. To date we have focused our work in Nepal, as it is where our team 

has the most experience, but in the future we hope to expand to other range countries.  

 

Our vision 
Solid science is fundamental to understanding, and in turn conserving species. The Trust’s 

vision is in funding grass root scale research, promoting more international research attention to 

the species and engaging communities with the research. A core step to achieving this vision is 

our proposed research centre in Nuwakot in Langtang National Park; this is discussed later in 

the document.  

 

Our History 
Founded in 2014 after Emma Dale identified a need to support local and international research 

efforts surrounding the red panda. Before founding the Trust Emma had spent an extended 

period of time in Nepal assisting in conservation efforts for the Red Panda. Her focus and skills 

lie in research and community engagement, and the Trust has grown around those skills with 

the assistance of an international volunteer base. The Red Panda Trust has been operating 

mostly in central Nepal, specifically Langtang National Park. As an organisation we have 

participated in awareness raising events in Australia (at various zoological parks) and Nepal 

(specifically at Alliance Française events surrounding environmental issues in Nepal). We have 

run three research trips during the 2014-2017 period and have another planned for 2018. Each 

of these have addressed a specific topic that was identified as important to the red pandas 

continued existence.  
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SECTION 1 AN OVERVIEW OF THE RED PANDA TRUST 

 
ABOUT US 
 
The Red Panda Trust (hereafter referred to as the ‘Trust’) is a small organisation, formed exclusively of 

passionate volunteers. Founded in 2014 to fulfil a niche to promote vital ecological and biological 

research surrounding the red panda. The Trust has grown to become a small scale funding distributor, 

and community engagement through annual international research trips.  

We are still developing as an organisation, and attempting to form long lasting connections with 

community groups in the red pandas range to ensure our mission is what is required for the long-term 

survival of this species.  

We began our journey with three core projects, the Red Panda Genome Project, the Research and 

Conservation Centre, and the Red Panda Behavioural Project. Each of these requires an immense 

amount of funding. So in the interim we have been running annual research trips and funding graduate 

student research in Nepal and India. A full account of our activities over the past 3 years can be found 

in the next section.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

OUR PEOPLE 
 
We are managed exclusively by a small team of volunteers, which translates into our funds being 

directly put into our work. This keeps our administrative costs low (this is discussed further in the 

financials section of this summary report). Listed below are our regular volunteer staff members, 

however during our regular research trips this number grows to over 30-40 volunteers.  

 

At this point in time we are actively searching for a solid board of directors to voluntarily assist in the 

management of the Trust. If you are at all interested in this please don’t hesitate to contact us on: 

info@redpandatrust.org with the subject line ‘Board of Directors Expression of Interest’.  This will 

help us grow and will undoubtedly strengthen our work. 
 
 
Volunteers 
Name Position Dates acted  

(if not for whole year) 
Emma Dale Founder and 

CEO 
2014-Current 

Coralie Menet Community 
engagement 
manager 

2014-Current 

Amy Bartlett  Zoological 
Advisor and 
Administrative 
officer 

2014-Current 

Maya Yaffe Zoological 
Advisor 

2014-Current 

Nikesh Kathyat Central Nepal 
Research 
Coordinator  

2016-Current 

Chrianjeev Khanal Western Nepal 
Research 
Coordinator 

2016-Current 

Michaela Carter Social Media 
Manager 

2014-Current 

Alejandra Panza Graphic 
Designer 

2014-Current 

Ayushman Bajracharya Assistant site 
engineer  

2014-Current 

  



 

 

 
OUR SUPPORTERS 
 
 
Over the past three years we have received some very generous donations. This includes financial 

donations, physical field equipment or simply a platform to communicate our vision statement. We are 

always exceptionally humbled by any form of donation and are so thankful to the donors listed here for 

their continued support of our work.  

 

In particular we would like to extend our thanks to the following generous supporters:  

Various private donors 

Selatan Giftware  

In the design and manufacturing of our broaches and earrings 

Stichting Wildlife Foundation 

For their donation which kick-started our Red Panda Behaviour project 

Alma Park Zoo 

Queensland Zoo 

Taronga Zoo 

Tasmania Zoo 

Wildlife HQ 

For their consistent support in raising funds and awareness about red pandas at their facilities and 

hosting the Red Panda Trust at various events. 

Aldi Australia 

For donating wildlife camera traps  

Sign-A-Rama Australia 

Officeworks Australia 

For printing our posters and banners 

Alliance Française 

For promoting the Red Panda Trust from the very beginning and believing in our vision  

Wild Shop Window Nepal 

For promoting our merchandise in Nepal 
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SECTION 2 GOVERNANCE 
 
 
STRUCTURE & MANAGEMENT 
 
Currently, Emma Dale, the CEO manages the core duties within the Trust, including administration, website 

building and coding and the financials. All decisions are made with communication to the other members of the 

volunteer staff base. We are actively looking for a treasurer and auditor to consult our financial statements, if 

this position interests you (on a voluntary basis) please email: info@redpandatrust.org with the subject line: 

‘Treasurer/Auditor Position’.  

 

Our journey overall has been one focused on progression towards building the organisation to a point where it 

can be run autonomously by communities in Nepal. We have made some headway on this goal, but envision 

that this may take some time, as we are still establishing ourselves as an organisation in country.  
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CEO’S REPORT 
 

Emma Dale  
Founder and CEO 
Bachelor of Science (Ecology and Conservation Biology) 
Bachelor of Science (Class 1 Hons)  
 
It has been my great pleasure to be the inaugural and current 

CEO for the Red Panda Trust for the past three years. Our 

team has worked tirelessly to see the vision of providing a 

platform for promoting rigorous scientific research on the red 

panda to fruition. And into what has developed into a fund 

disseminator for grass-roots research projects and community 

engagement network.  

 

In our first year we spent the majority of the time establishing 

the organisation, building and coding the website, setting up 

the various social media platforms to engage with our 

supporters. Admittedly, this took substantially longer than I expected. But it was necessary, we have been 

able to educate over 2000 people with our social media posts and our website gives us a valuable online 

presence so people can learn more about our work at their leisure.  

We also had our first international volunteer in Langtang. She assisted with the Langtang Conservation and 

Tourism Festival coordinated by LACCoS in Dunche (the capital of the district). The event aimed to raise 

awareness and engage the community in various conservation projects in the district, with a focus on red 

pandas. From this event we worked with government officials to formulate some hypotheses about the 

effect that tourism has on red pandas and rural community groups, which we recently completed in late 

2016. You can read Michaela’s full account of her experience in Nepal on our blog 

(https://www.redpandatrust.org/single-post/2015/07/21/My-journey-to-the-Himalayas)!  

For International Red Panda 

Day (an event 

conceptualised by the Red 

Panda Network, an 

organisation dedicated to the 

conservation of red pandas 

through community 

engagement, if you haven’t 

looked in their work I highly 

recommend checking out 

their website: 

www.redpandanetwork.org, 

EMMA AND ALIKA (OF TASMANIA ZOO) 

MICHAELA AT THE LANGTANG CONSERVATION AND 
TOURISM FESTIVAL 
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especially into their EcoTrips!) in 2014 and 2015 we held events in Kathmandu Durbar Square using novel 

education techniques. Our community engagement officer Coralie designed and performed along with 9 

other volunteers an ‘Action Theatre’ performance. I personally had never heard of this style of education 

before, and this demonstrates the importance of a cohesive and multitalented team to support the growth of 

an organisation, especially in it’s formative years. The Action Theatre that Coralie directed follows the story 

of a tourist trekking deep in the Himalayas, and discovering through interactions with the community how 

important red pandas are. Underlying the story is a message of protection, predominately from hunters and 

the illegal wildlife trade. The piece concludes a call to action, provoking tourists and locals alike to make 

changes to benefit the ecosystems that the red pandas live in. It is a moving and interactive theatre piece 

and has been performed at various events across the country, including the Alliance Française of 

Kathmandu Planet Nepal Event in 2014 were it reached thousands of people (you can read more here: 

http://nepalitimes.com/article/Nepali-Times-Buzz/planet-nepal-art-environment-festival,1738). In 2014 we 

were also key participators in the climate march through the streets of Kathmandu to draw the governments 

attention to the impact climate change is already having in Nepal, much of our research projects have an 

underlying focus on understanding climate change and how it impacts red pandas.  

 

 

The 2014/2015 financial year was at its core a period for us as an organisation to find our feet. Through this 

time of growth, we settled into our vision as a team. This gave us the confidence to run our first two 

research trips with young, ambitious scientists to be from Taronga Zoo’s Youth at the Zoo program. There 

is more detail about these trips in the  ‘Objectives and Activities’ section of this document. But briefly, the 

trips were each 3 weeks long, and were based out of a small village called Dobate in Ilam. The students all 

took the usual challenges of fieldwork in Nepal in their stride, from delayed planes, unseasonably wet days, 

and hard days in the field navigating dense bamboo groves and clambering up near-vertical hillsides. The 

two projects focused on 1- an estimated realised fecundity of red pandas in the region and, 2- how their two 

dominant food plants are distributed along an elevational gradient. For our first research trips, they went 

quite well. There were lessons to be learnt about leadership, about proper community engagement and how 

applying for research permits worked in Nepal!  

RED PANDA TRUST VOLUNTEERS PARTICIPATING IN THE 2014 CLIMATE MARCH 
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This first year, represented a period of rapid and intensive growth for the organisation. All volunteer staff 

members took this challenge in their stride and the hard work during that period has ensured we have had 

long lasting impact in red panda conservation and research. It was especially humbling to have been 

involved both domestic awareness raising events in Nepal but also internationally in China, Australia and 

the United Kingdom.  

INTERNATIONAL RED PANDA DAY 2014 – ACTION THEATRE @ KTM DURBAR SQUARE 
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Although it is clear that overall we had a very successful first year, this same time period was increasingly 

tumultuous for the red pandas of Nepal. So much so, that it almost seems unfair to recall our successes. 

There was a seemingly endless stream of red panda pelts that were intercepted by the Central Investigation 

Bureau, sometimes at least one a week. The Nepali Times reported that 70+ red panda pelts were 

confiscated between 2012-2014, with the possibility that many more were not intercepted. In response to 

this I had a brief meeting with the Chief Warden of Wildlife Crime at the Central Investigation Bureau who 

seemed genuinely concerned with the spike in red panda pelts coming through the capital, from seemingly 

every district in their range, even the most remote. Even now red pandas are the most traded species from 

Nepal, surpassing even the more ‘traditional’ targets of the illegal wildlife trade, Elephants, Tigers, and 

Rhinos.  

This rate of poaching doesn’t necessarily seem to be slowing down either, despite the updated IUCN Red 

List category of red pandas from Vulnerable to Endangered. During our latest research trip, in late 2016, we 

encountered and dismantled over 30 snares meant for red pandas during the 4-week field season.  

 
On 25th April 2015, Nepal changed. A 7.8 Magnitude earthquake caused mass causalities and damages 

that are still felt to this day.  The epicentre was in the heart of our focal district, in the foothills of the 

Langtang Himalaya, our collaborating community groups lost family members, their homes, livestock, 

agricultural land and were cut them off from the capital. Aid was slow to reach these areas and many 

people suffered because of it. At this time I spent much of my own resources trying to support the 

communities, and thus activities focused on red pandas came to a grinding halt. Once it was clear that the 

communities had access to the resources they needed to survive and begin rebuilding their lives, we 

restarted our projects.  

The situation in Nepal remains unstable; the government has recently passed a law that intends to regulate 

wildlife farming. A few species have been picked to trial this new law; one of them is the red panda. In short 

what this legalises domestically in Nepal is people removing animals from their native habitat and into local 

enclosures for the purpose of breeding, and subsequently sale of animals products or the animals 

themselves. There is still much to find out about this law, and we are doing our best to investigate further. It 

is also important to consider that the financial toll that the earthquake took on the people and the 

government of Nepal. There are few resources that Nepal can export; some hydropower to India and 

tourism is their main income. If you want to read more on this, I wrote a blog post on the tipping point of 

EXAMPLE OF RED PANDA SNARE 
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wildlife trade in Nepal: https://www.redpandatrust.org/single-post/2016/03/09/The-Situation-of-Wildlife-in-

Nepal-Have-we-reached-the-tipping-point  

There was a news article published earlier this year, entitled ‘Red panda sightings getting rarer in Taplejung 

of late’ (you can read the full article here: http://kathmandupost.ekantipur.com/printedition/news/2017-01-

30/red-panda-sightings-getting-rarer-in-taplejung-of-late.html). The title alone made me pause in 

contemplation. I haven’t been back to Taplejung since my first visit to Nepal in 2012, where I lived in the 

remote mountainous district. I walked through the forests, combing them for signs of pandas. I lived with 

goat herders and shamans on hilltops. The thought of the place that alighted my passion for this species, 

and this country, loosing their pandas, is not one I like to toss around in my brain for very long. I’d rather 

focus on the bigger, global picture for this species and the lessons we can learn from this. Red panda 

habitat has been increasingly fragmented in Taplejung due to increased road construction. We don’t yet 

know how, or if pandas can adapt to this anthropogenic fragmentation. Will they modify their territories? 

Cross the road if their territory lies on both sides? Leave the area completely? It is clear in this case the 

latter is true. It is a melancholy thought knowing this place that holds such importance to my journey to 

where I am now is very different to when I left it. But I am confident in the international community, in our 

communities’ capacity to support this ecosystem and this species.  

Moving swiftly onto where we are heading in the future. We are nearing some major milestones in 

progressing our conservation centre, we continue to get support internationally for our work in Nepal and 

we are hoping to expand into India at the end of this year, and hopefully into Bhutan in 2018/2019. I discuss 

our future prospects in more detail later in this document. As well as a more detailed account of our 

projects.  

I really appreciate you taking the time to look over this document and read this account of our activities over 

the past 3 years. It continues to be an immense pleasure to be the CEO for the Red Panda Trust. We 

continue to develop into an organisation that has the potential to make long-term tangible impacts on this 

species. I also want to take this time to thank all of our supporters both past and future. I read each and 

every email, or message on our social media platforms. It is humbling to know that we have a cohort of 

humans who believe in what we believe in. Thank you for joining us on this journey to understand and 

protect the red panda. We couldn’t have done it without you, and I can’t wait to see what we do together 

next.  

Kindest Regards,  

 

 

 

 

Emma Dale   
Founder and CEO 
Bachelor of Science (Ecology and Conservation Biology) 
Bachelor of Science (Class 1 Hons)  
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OUR OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
The following section outlines some of the work we have undertaken in the past five years. Included are 

brief reports on our research trips including (in some instances) summary results (the full results will be 

available as separate downloadable documents once they have been published in a scientific journal), a 

summary of the progress made towards our three core projects, and other material developed under the 

overarching scope of the Trust.    

 
1. RESEARCH TRIP SUMMARY REPORTS 

 
Use of Faecal pellet size to differentiate age classes in Ailurus fulgens fulgens (Nepalese Red Panda) 
This study attempted to identify a simple methodology to assess Red Panda population dynamics using 

faecal samples. Knowledge of demographic parameters including density indices as age compositions are 

essential for the monitoring and management of wild animal populations, and may be used to predict future 

population dynamics (MacCracken & Ballenberge, 1897; Murray, Roth, Ellsworth, Wirsing, & Steury, 2002; 

Morden, Weladji, Ropstad, Dahl, & Holand, 2011). The knowledge of the age classes of Red Panda within 

the study region are also important to understand the different microhabitat use between juveniles and 

adults, which can enable more effective conservation strategies to be developed in order to properly 

manage the population (Paudel, 2011). The overarching aim of this research was to develop a low cost, 

non-invasive, and rapid methodology to aid to the current population monitoring techniques currently used 

for this species.  

The fieldwork for this study was undertaken during a two-week period of January 2014 in Eastern Nepal. 

The specific district of Ilam and Mabu and Jamuna Village D Communities (VDC) chosen were selected 

based on past studies in the area, indicating presence of Red Pandas in the area.  

It is known that juvenile individuals typically have faecal deposits with a diameter of 14.9mm ± 2.3mm and 

measure 34.7mm ± 7.1mm in length (Yonzon & Jr., 1989; Willams, 2004). Whereas adult faecal deposits 

are typically 19.2mm ± 2.3mm in diameter and 41.6mm ± 6mm in length (Yonzon & Jr., 1989; Willams, 

2004). These known measurements were used to identify the age class of an individual. Faecal samples 

were measured with Vanier Callipers.  

Other measurements were recorded when faecal samples were collected including the site where the 

faecal sample was found (for example in a tree [tree species were recorded] or on the ground).  

During the two month period of fieldwork 6 individual Red Pandas were seen, in all cases the sightings 

were outside of their regular active periods (dawn and dusk) and thus they were lethargic and inactive 

during sightings.  

SUMMARY RESULTS: Over all 43 latrine sites were visited, of these we were able to record the average 

dimensions for 32. 27 fell in the adult dimensions and 5 in the juvenile dimensions. In this particular region 

there is an estimated 50 individual red pandas.  

The Kapase tree was tree species that had the highest density faecal pellet samples, closely followed by 

Garas and Tega species.  
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While measuring the faecal samples crude dietary information was also recorded, throughout the 

elevational range Arundinaria maling was found in the pellets, however Arundinaria aristata as well as 

berries and other plant matter were only encountered above 2900m.   
REFERENCES 
Glatston, A. R. (2011). Red Panda: Biology and Conservation of the First Panda (Vol. 1). (A. R. Glatston, Ed.) London: Elsevier Inc. 

MacCracken, J. G., & Ballenberge, V. V. (1897). Age and Sex related differences in faecal pellet dimensions of Moose. The Journal of Wildlfe 

Management , 51, 360-364. 
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reindeer Rangifer tarandus platyrhynchus. Wildlife Biology , 17, 441-448. 
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counts. Canadian Journal of Zoology , 80, 771-781. 

Paudel, K. (2011). Status and distribution of Red Panda (Ailurus fulgens) (Vol. 1). Pokhara, Nepal: LAP LAMBERT Academic Publishing. 
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The Analysis of the density of two species of bamboo culms (Arundinaria maling and A. aristata) over 
altitude in the Mabu and Jamuna Village Developmental Communities (VDC’s) in the Ilam District.  
It is well documented that the Red Panda’s range depends almost solely on the presence of bamboo 

(Pradhan et al., 2000; Willams, 2004; Glatston, 2011). The distribution of Red Pandas is closely related to 

the presence or absence of Bamboo (Dorji, Rajaratnam, & Vernes, 2012; Panthi, Aryal, Raubenheimer, 

Lord, & Adhikari, 2012). In fact studies within the study site in Eastern Nepal demonstrate that Red Pandas 

are only found where there was a dense understory of bamboo (Willams, 2004). The general consensus 

within the literature is that there is a significant relationship between high use of an area by Red Pandas 

and presence of live bamboo (Willams, 2004; Dorji, Rajaratnam, & Vernes, 2012; Panthi, Aryal, 

Raubenheimer, Lord, & Adhikari, 2012). The aim of this study was to analyse the density of two species of 

bamboo culms over altitude in the Mabu and Jamuna Village Developmental Communities (VDC’s) in the 

Ilam District. Understanding the distribution and abundance of these two bamboo species is significant to 

understanding the future management and conservation aims for the Red Panda. There is a significant gap 

in the research that has been identified in regards to the change in abundance in the two identified bamboo 

species, which this research aimed to fill. 

Quadrats placed along altitudinal contour lines were used to collect the data. Each quadrat will be 20 x 

20m2 and five (5) individual quadrats will be randomly placed along the altitudinal gradient, which will range 

from 2,400 meters above sea level to 3500 meters above sea level (the quadrats will be placed at 100m 

increments). The number of culms in the quadrat were systematically counted and categorised into density 
REFERENCES 

Dorji, S., Rajaratnam, R., & Vernes, K. (2012). The Vulnerable red panda Ailurus fulgens in Bhutan: distribution, conservation status and 

management recommendations. Fauna and Flora International, 46(4), 536-543. 

Glatston, A. R. (2011). Red Panda: Biology and Conservation of the First Panda (Vol. 1). (A. R. Glatston, Ed.) London: Elsevier Inc. 

Pradhan, S., Saha, G., & Khan, J. (2000). Ecology of red panda (Ailurus fulgens) in the Singhalila National Park, Darjeeling, India. Biological 

Conservation(98), 11-18. 

Panthi, S., Aryal, A., Raubenheimer, D., Lord, J., & Adhikari, B. (2012). Summer Diet and Distribution of the Red Panda (Ailurus fulgens fulgens) in 

Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve, Nepal. Zoological Studies, 51(5), 701-709. 
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Willams, B. H. (2004). The Status of the Red Panda in Jamuna and Mabu Villages of Eastern Nepal. San Jose State University, The Faculty of the 

Department of Environmental Studies. San Jose: San Jose State University. 

 
 
The influence of eco-tourism on Red Pandas (Ailurus fulgens fulgens) and surrounding communities in 
Central Nepal 
Ecotourism has been widely suggested as a viable solution for strengthening the conservation of species in 

light of increasing human development due to its potential for protecting threatened species and 

ecosystems while promoting local economic growth. However lack of long term monitoring of the 

effectiveness and impact of ecotourism in Nepal represents a significant knowledge gap, which ultimately 

limits the extent that it could be implemented countrywide. Quantifying the impact of ecotourism is a an area 

of research which is increasingly becoming necessary in order to understand more about best practice 

species management plans.  

The overarching aim of this research was to measure the impact of ecotourism on Red Panda population in 

Langtang National Park region. To do this we:  

i) Compared red panda population densities in two different regions of Langtang National Park to 

identify variations which may possibly be explained by tourism pressures; 

ii) Assessed the current ecotourism initiatives in Langtang National Park and developed a best 

practice ecotourism plan for the region; 

iii) Re-assessed the current population of Red Pandas in Langtang National Park. 

The research was carried out in Ghyangphedi Buffer Zone VDC of LNP, which is in Nuwakot district in the 

Bagmati zone of central Nepal. Ghyangphedi region was selected for the study site outstanding that 

presence of the red panda was known and the area was logistically feasible for the research purpose.  

At the present time we are still finalising the results for this research. We expect they will be available in 

the form of a scientific paper at the conclusion of 2017.  

Implications of the foraging ecology and reproductive behaviour on the conservation of the Red Panda 
(Ailurus fulgens)   
The overarching focus of this review was to further understand the behaviour of the Red Panda in the wild. 

Ultimately gaining an insight into the behaviour of a species can give researchers an understanding in their 

ecology, distribution and evolution well as having important implications in their management and 

conservation. This review critically analysed literature on the foraging and reproductive ecology of the Red 

Panda and on taxonomically similar species. It identified knowledge gaps on aspects of the Red Panda’s 

ecology. To start to fill these gaps, the literature review evaluated relevant methodologies undertaken on 

similar species. With the aim to propose a comprehensive field methodology to address the gaps for Red 

Panda research. The outcome was baseline research methods that could be applied to red pandas.  

 
2. PROGRESS TOWARDS THREE CORE PROJECTS  
 

i. Red Panda Genome Study 
We have entered into discussions with various international genetics laboratories (with a focus on involving 

a local group) to collaborate with on this project. From its inception, we were conscious that this would be a 

financially and time consuming project. Recently the Nepalese government tightened their laws on handling 
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animal products for research purposes. Since this project involves removing scat from latrines there has 

been some issues in getting permits for this research in Nepal.  

 

ii. Red Panda Research and Conservation Centre  
During our latest research trip in Nepal we spent and extended period of time in a village called 

Ghyangphedi in Langtang National Park, which is the proposed site for the centre. There is an ideal site 

close to the river for the site to be located. This village suffered considerable damage during the 2015 

earthquakes though so progress is slow. We hope that the centre will provide income to many households 

in the village to support their re-growth.  

 

iii. Behavioural analysis of Red Pandas in Nepal 
We received a substantial donation in 2016, which has been earmarked for this project. We expected to 

complete this research in the last field season but had our proposal rejected by the Nepalese Government 

in favour of another similar project in the Langtang region. We are looking into the specific knowledge gap 

that we want this research to fill and whether permitting issues may be lesser in other range countries. We 

expect to complete this project at the end of this financial year in collaboration with a documentary project.  
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3. MISC. MATERIAL DEVELOPMENT  
Copulation diagrams to assist in identification of behaviour  
Red Panda Copulation. Developed from descriptions in the relevant literature this graphic portrays the 

general mating behaviours of the Red Panda. (A) Portrays a few different behaviours that have been 

witnessed, 1) a female being smelt by a male, 2) a female ending a bout of copulation by walking away, 3) 

pre- or post- copulation “play” interactions. (B-D) Female presenting her hind quarters with Male “reaching” 

as to clasp the female around the abdomen, as seen in (E). (F-G) Copulation styles observed. Red Pandas 

may also copulate ventral-ventral.  
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Habre Handbook 
 

The 'Habre Handbook' was conceptualised by one of our collaborative research teams while in Far East 

Nepal in 2013. Our handbook embodies the issues surrounding the red panda, beginning with its title, as 

the word for 'Red Panda' in Nepali is हाब्रे (Habre). The Handbook is full of information about Red Pandas 

including general facts such as their distribution range, food sources and gestation periods. The handbook 

also contains reasons why the Red Pandas are important, their threats and how people can help. These 

books are available to local community members and groups in Nepal, China and India as well as to people 

living outside the Red Pandas natural range. The handbooks were first distributed in far eastern Nepal with 

our partner organisation the Red Panda Network as shown in the below image (this was from a visit to a 

local school where each student was also given a new set of warm clothes and shoes to help keep them 

warm during Nepal's harsh winter).  

  

These are highly informative booklets that encourage education and awareness within the local 

communities. We need your help to get these handbooks off the ground as they are currently waiting to be 

printed. A donation of $25 can print and distribute a handbook to a local village.  
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SECTION 3 OUR FINANCES 
 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
The majority of the donated funds are being accumulated and will be distributed into one of our three 

major projects at the point of implantation. Beneath each credit- in green, and debit- in red I have 

included a small description to give some insight into how our funds are received and used. All funds 

are listed in Australian Dollars. We realise this isn’t a traditional format to present financial statements, 

we are in the process of an internal audit and at the conclusion of that process we will have a much 

more detailed financial statement available for viewing by the public.  

 

Year 1  

The two major costs you see here, $2000 for our initial field trip, and $3000 listed as establishment 

costs were out of the CEOs own savings and thus incurred no cost to the Trust.  

Type 

(credit/debit) 
Amount Description Donor 

Funding 

allocation (if 

credit) 

Funds 

used (if 

debit) 

Credit $252.70 
Activities at Queensland 

zoo 
Queensland zoo 

Red panda 

research centre 
N/a 

Debit $3,000 Establishment costs N/a N/a CEO 

Debit $2,000 Costs for initial field trip N/a N/a CEO 

Debit $216 
Website hosting costs 

for two years 
N/a N/a CEO 

 

$252.70 - activities at Queensland Zoo 

The profits from a fundraising campaign at Queensland Zoo were split between the Red Panda 

Trust and the Red Panda Network. This money has remained earmarked for the purchasing of 

land for the Red Panda Conservation and Research Centre.  

$3,000 – establishment costs  

An initial injection of funds into the Trust was used to purchase merchandise, payment for the 

creation of the Trust logo, purchase and printing of flyers and information material.  

$2,000 – costs for initial field trip  

In order to supplement the initial field trips an injection of $2,000 was made into the Trust.  

$216 – website hosting costs for two years 
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Year 2 

 

Type 

(credit/debit) 
Amount Description Donor 

Funding 

allocation (if 

credit) 

Funds 

used (if 

debit) 

Credit $3,500 
Donation from Stichting 

Wildlife Foundation 

Stichting Wildlife 

Foundation 

Purchase of 

wildlife telemetry 

collars 

N/a 

Credit $11,200 Volunteer trip fees 

8 volunteer 

payments of 

$1,400 

2016 Research 

Trip 
N/a 

Credit  173.22 Private Donation Private Donation 
Merchandise 

Purchasing 
N/a 

Credit $24.05 Private Donation Private Donation 
Merchandise 

Purchasing 
N/a 

Credit $48.40 Private Donation Private Donation 
Merchandise 

Purchasing 
N/a 

Credit $144.30 Private Donation Private Donation 
Merchandise 

Purchasing 
N/a 

Debit $450 Merchandise Purchasing  N/a N/a 
Private 

donations 

 

$3,500 - donation from Stichting Wildlife Foundation  

Our largest donation so far! The generous folks over at Stichting Wildlife Foundation held a 

fundraising event for red pandas over a weekend. This money has been earmarked for use in 

research, specifically for purchasing radio telemetry collars to study red panda behaviour. 

Currently we are waiting to get our research permits approved for this project, and then we will 

begin buying supplies to undertake the research.  

$11,200 – volunteer trip fees ($1400 AUD / per person for red panda research trip – 8 volunteer 

researchers) USED COMPLETELY ON 2016 FIELD TRIP (no profit made).  

The funds listed here were used to support 8 volunteer researchers in Kathmandu and in 

Langtang (accommodation, meals, domestic transport). As well as 10 undergraduate ecology 

students, five red panda trust volunteer staff members, three district forest rangers, and 6 

research assistants. These funds were completely exhausted on our 2016 research trip. We 

learnt some valuable lessons in funding allocation on this trip, especially related to expenses in 

the capital. I injected a further $2,000 into the trip to make it a break even. We had several 

extenuating circumstances that added extra-unforeseen costs to the trip  

$173.22 private donation  
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$24.05 private donation 

$48.40 private donation 

$144.30 private donation 

$450 – merchandise purchasing costs  

The above private donations were mostly allocated to purchase merchandise, which has 

supplemented our income incredibly and assists in engaging the public in our conservation 

efforts. I am always looking for the most cost effective and ethical source for our merchandise.  

 

Year 3  

Type 

(credit/debit) 
Amount Description Donor 

Funding 

allocation (if 

credit) 

Funds 

used (if 

debit) 

Credit $670 
Merchandise sales at 

Tasmania zoo 

Tasmania zoo 

and private 

donations 

Red panda 

research centre 
N/a 

Debit $216 
Website hosting costs 

for two years 
N/a N/a 

Private 

donations 

 

$670 – merchandise sales from Tasmania Zoo event 

We recently held a fundraising weekend at Tasmania Zoo, which is now home to two red 

pandas. We gathered donations from the sale of our merchandise. Including; shirts, 

badges, earrings, patches and prints (all of which are also available to be purchased on 

our website).   

$216 – website hosting costs for two years 
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SECTION 4 OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 

We rely on volunteers to ensure our work is carried our efficiently and effectively. If you feel that you 

have skills that could benefit the Trust please feel free to contact us at: volunteer@redpandatrust.org  

Currently we are specifically looking for people with backgrounds in economics, animation, the social 

sciences and marketing.  

 

We also anticipate running another research trip at the conclusion of this financial year, if you are 

interested in participating as a volunteer researcher, please send a brief description of your prior history 

in research and/or conservation and a recent copy of your CV to: volunteer@redpandatrust.org. At this 

stage the research will be a baseline ethology survey on red pandas using traditional and novel 

approaches. Whilst this is still a tentative topic, we will be running a field trip in Nepal in the near future 

and certainly appreciate all applications and interests in working with us. 

 

We have a program exclusively for the younger supporters of the red panda. Our Panda Paladin 

program is designed to engage youth over the world in the conservation and research of the red panda. 

Panda Paladins are connected virtually to other ‘Paladins’ and have input into our work and participate 

in awareness raising activities in their locality.  

 

We try and update our blog semi-regularly when there is an important issue to discuss in the 

community or to up date our supporters on our activities. We also have a mailing list that you can sign 

up for online, this is not updated as regularly but we hope to engage more with our supporters through 

that medium in the future.  

 

We accept donations through PayPal, which is accessed through our website 

(https://www.redpandatrust.org/donate). If you would like further information on how to make a 

donation, or longer term investments you can contact Emma directly at: 

emma.dale@redpandatrust.org.   
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE  
 

In the future we are looking to expand our projects to more of the red pandas range countries (see image 

below for a rough plan).  As we develop into working in these outlying range countries there is the exciting 

prospect of having our team expand to include students and experts in these regions.  Protecting the red 

panda is an uphill battle, and it is integral that all invested organisation collaborate for the conservation of 

this species. We envision that in the near future the leading experts in the study of red pandas will be 

required to come together as a cohesive unit to create long lasting change. We have begun the process of 

designing and testing an online forum for red panda conservationists and researchers to connect with and 

share their knowledge and learn from others. We are also expecting to run a research trip at the conclusion 

of this financial year (2017/2018) which will be our largest international collaboration to date. More 

information on this will be made available on our website and Facebook page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS & THANK YOU 
 

Firstly, thank you for taking the time to read this document. It was incredibly humbling reflecting on 

the work we have managed to undertake in our first three years. Of course this could never have 

been done without the generosity of our supporters. You are the true champions for the red panda, 

and we are so thankful for the time and energy you invest in the Red Panda Trust. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT US 
 
Phone: +61 433 369 499 
Website: www.redpandatrust.org 
Email address: info@redpandatrust.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/redpandatrust 

 


