


“The Red Panda represents one of the last remaining unique 

species that in habitat the temperate forests of Nepal. The Red 

Panda Trust is dedicated to protecting and understanding 

this species. And with your help we can succeed.”
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Facts About Red Pandas

Red Panda length ranges

from 90cm - 130cm.

The scientific name
of the Red Panda is

Ailurus fulgens fulgens.The common local name 
for the Red Panda is

‘Habre’.

Red Pandas 
live between 

8-10
years.

Weight of Red Pandas:
 Males 3,2kg - 6,2kg 
 Females 4kg - 6kg

 A Red Panda’s diet includes:
Shoots and leaves from Malingo and Nigalo bamboo (this is their 

main source of food throughout the year), other leaf matter, berries, 
insects, grubs, small rodents and shrews, mushrooms, eggs.
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Habitat of Red Pandas: 
temperate forests with bamboo 

understory.
Red Pandas are located 
in the following countries:

Nepal, India, China, Bhutan, 
Myanmar.

135 days.

 The mating season of 
Red Pandas is from 
January to March.

Red Pandas have a 
gestation period of 

approximately

1 and 4 individuals.

The birthing season of 
Red Pandas is June to 
July. Red Pandas give 

birth to between Red Pandas have a 
suckling period of 5 months, 
and become independent at    

months of age.8 

The natural predators of Red Pandas include:
Yellow Throated Martens, Clouded Leopards, Common Leopards, 

Mountain Hawk/ Eagle.

Most Red Pandas 
become sexually 

mature at 18 
months of age.
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Fines are applied if found trading or associated 
with the trading of Red Pandas:

5 to 10 years jail time OR
50,000 to 75,000 npr OR

Both.

 Status of the Red Panda:

Listed as vulnerable under the 
IUCN (International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature) Red List.

Listed under CITES appendix 1: 
‘meaning the animal cannot be traded’

300-600 individuals remaining in 
Nepal (2,000-5,000 individuals globally).

Protected mammal in 
Nepal and India.
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Importance of Red Panda:
Indicators of a healthy ecosystem:

Red Pandas only inhabit ecosystems where the components are 
all present and intact. Therefore if a panda is present within an 

area it can be assumed that the ecosystem is healthy.

Protection of Red Pandas will result in their 
ecosystem also being protected:

The ecosystem in which Red Pandas exist is important in 
providing natural resources. If the Red Panda’s habitat is 

protected, the resources that the local people living in areas 
around Red Panda habitat depend on will increase in density.

Support of rural livelihoods through eco-tourism:
Eco-tourism provides economic growth to the local community; 

meaning that the economic condition and growth of the 
community depends on the survival of the Red Panda.

Red Pandas provide a local identity, and a 
symbol of pride for its inhabited nations.

The Red Panda Trust aids rural
communities with local development:
Through job opportunities, education, awareness

raising and ecotourism, the Red Panda Trust supports 
community growth via sustainable activities and practices.
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Threats to Red Pandas
Hunting
It is estimated that approximately 20 individual pandas were hunted 
and killed in 2009 (Nepali calendar). Hunting is prohibited in both 
India and Nepal and is punishable by either 5 to 10 years jail time 
or 50 000 to 75 000 NPR, or both

Habitat Fragmentation and Loss
Human encroachment comes in many forms, 
however habitat loss and fragmentation have the 
most impact on the survival of the Red Panda. 
Removal of the firewood, wood for building 
materials and bamboo for livestock fodder create 
fragmentation of habitat and genetically unhealthy 

populations.

 Hunting is the main threat to Red Pandas in the Ilam district in Nepal.

Grazing Livestock
Grazing within forested areas 

have numerous impacts on the 
Red Panda. These include:

Damage to soil quality
Removal of seedlings
Foraging on bamboo,

thereby decreasing its density.
In terms of the most damaging 
stock animal, goats are 
considered among the worst, as 
they feed on young seedlings 

and remove fertile top soil.

Climate Change
The bamboo on which the Red 
Pandas feed cannot survive at 
high temperatures. Therefore, 

as temperatures continue to rise 
through the Red Pandas’ range, 

their main food source will diminish 
in numbers. This can result in an 
eventual decline in the number of 

Red Pandas.
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Development Activities
As villages continue to expand throughout 

Eastern Nepal, the habitat of the Red 
Panda is rapidly disappearing. This 
is predominantly due to an increase 
in demand for goods and services 

throughout the region.

Domestic Dogs
Dogs allowed to venture into forested areas are known to attack 
and in some cases fatally injure wildlife, including Red Pandas. 
Some domesticated dogs have also been known to be trained to hunt 
specific animals. It is for this reason that all domesticated dogs 
are required to be restrained under district law.

Feral Animals
While Red Pandas have 

evolved natural defenses to 
protect themselves against 

predators within their 
ecosystem, they are more 
susceptible to predation by 

feral animals as they have not 
evolved the same protection 

adaptations to these 
introduced species.
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Forest Fires
Fires lit by humans (especially in dry seasons) can 

quickly escalate into catastrophic forest fires that have 
the potential to spread across ranges and valleys in a 

matter of hours.
Constant monitoring of fires is necessary to prevent 

such events from occurring and destroying Red Panda 
habitat.

Flowering of Bamboo

Every 50-100 years the Malingo and Nigalo Bamboo flower, 
which results in wide spread death of bamboo culms. While this 
is not a human threat to Red Pandas, these infrequent events 
can severely disperse populations into areas in which they may 
not be able to survive.
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What Can You Do To Help?

By chaining domestic dogs 
to prevent accidental death 
of Red Pandas: While not under 
supervision, it is important to keep 
domestic dogs chained to prevent 
them from going into the forest and 
killing wildlife, including Red Pandas. 
This simple strategy can reduce 
the amount of unnatural Red Panda 
deaths significantly. Next to hunting, 
death by domestic dogs is the most 
serious threat to Red Pandas.

Limiting grazing by 
feeding livestock via 

store feeding:
Grazing of livestock in areas 
inhabited by Red Pandas 
can affect the diversity of 
plant life within the forest 
as well as the density of 
mammals. Therefore, to 
limit the impact of livestock 
on the Red Panda, store 

feeding is recommended.

Raising awareness regarding 
Red Pandas and their associated 
threats:
It is important to spread the word about Red 
Pandas to ensure that they survive for many 
more years. You can raise awareness by:
Discouraging people from hunting
Discouraging people from allowing their 
livestock to constantly graze within the forest 
in which Red Pandas live
Telling children (especially school children) 
about Red Pandas and their importance to 
ensure they do not disturb the animals if they 
encounter them.
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Report crimes: 
If any poaching activities are witnessed, ensure that the 
government is notified (District Forestry Office-Ilam), as well 
as the Red Panda Trust (info@redpandatrust.org).

It is important to inform local authorities so 
that the person can be identified. These 
activities can include:

Sighting of a trap for Red Pandas

Sighting of a person placing a trap for Red Pandas

Sighting of a person with a dead Red Panda

Sighting of a personal with the skin of a Red Panda

Sighting of a person with a live Red Panda

The Red Panda Trust should also be informed of any 
suspicious activities, including the hunting of Red Pandas.

+977 9818372166
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